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¢Ã​Â​Âpsychic	paralysis	of	gaze¢Ã​Â​Â	as	originally	described	by	B​Ã¡Âlint	occurs	on	its	own	without	other	visuospatial	deficits	and	depends	solely	on	parietal	damage	(Rizzo	and	Vecera,	2002).	Ptak	and	Muri	(2013)	here	provide	a	comprehensive	review	of	the	role	of	the	parietal	cortex	in	saccade	planning,	contrasting	(i)	the	findings	from	behavioral
analyses	combined	with	lesion	mapping	in	patients	with	unilateral	parietal	lesions	(spatial	neglect	patients)	and	(ii)	impairments	in	saccade	planning	in	patients	with	bilateral	parietal	lesions	(B​Ã¡Âlint's	patients).	The	papers	compiled	in	this	special	topic	dedicated	to	B​Ã¡Âlint's	syndrome	show	that,	despite	the	hundred	years	since	Rezs​Ã¶Â	B​Ã¡Âlint
was	first	puzzled	by	the	complex	and	severe	visuospatial	deficits	in	his	patient,	the	analysis	of	the	syndrome	continues	and	we	are	still	some	way	from	reaching	definitive	conclusions.	The	current	papers	highlight	each	of	the	symptoms	that	characterize	the	syndrome	and	thus,	even	in	an	indirect	way,	question	the	extent	to	which	the	syndrome	is
unitary	(see	also	Rizzo,	1993;	Damasio	et	al.,	2000;	Rizzo	and	Vecera,	2002).	A	major	question	for	future	research	is	whether,	when	there	are	co-occurring	deficits,	they	are	functionally	related	or	not.	The	overlap	and	dissociations	between	the	symptoms	of	this	complex	syndrome	will	remain	an	important	topic	for	research	for	some	time	to	come.
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